Life in Ilollywood

Tough Rodeo Star
Also Good Artist

By BOB THOMAS -
Associated Press Movie-TV Writer . .

"HOLLYWOOD — The casual visitor would scarcely expect to
see books of Renoir and Van Gogh in the dressing room of Jack
Lord, rugged star of the rodeo series, “Stoney Burke.”

“But they are there. I'll tell-you something else about Lord
five of his art works are owned by the Metropolltan Museum in
New York.

He is not the kind of guy and I never could convince them
you would expect as star of an|that I was serious about not
” action series.|doing heavies.”

He's rugged,| Lord (“it's a family, name 1
yes. Also a took - ‘because’ John. J.- Ryan
rugged indi-jsounded like a retired police
vidualist.- commissioner”) also turned

Art cameldown 20 television series, in-
first - for' the|cluding “Ben Casey” and “Wag-
handsome New|on - Train.”

Yorker. € © A
Y TR ALONG came “Stoney

p Burke,” a hard-hitting, well-
f:gti‘fg cgg:;;: produced hour about life on the
the best high rodeo circuit. Lord liked the
school art stu- upbeat nature of the role and
the devotion to story values of
the producer, playwright Leslie
Stevens (“Marriage-Go-Round”).

“The power of television,” he
muses. “After only 15 weeks
o on the air, I've gnt;three pic-
: HE WAS hailed to Washmg tures I can do during the sum-
ton to illustrate a book for the|Ter holiday. And none of the
Maritime Service—he had been roles is a heavy.”
to sea for five years, earned a

mate's commission. He took part|
in some training fllms, found he!
liked' acting. Back in New York:
he talked himself into Sandy'

Meisner’s dramatic class and.
sold Cadillacs by day.

“I was earning $18,000 a year
when I quit,” he said. “They
‘thought T was nuts. I was be-
iing. grmmed as one of the top
lsalesmen ‘in the company, but
|it didn't matter to me. I told
.them I was quitting because -1
|had to do what I had to do.”.
| Another lean period. But
'Ralph.Bellamy gave him a role
on his television series on the
basis of the training films. He
'started clicking in TV, plays
((“Cat on a Hot Tin Rocf”) snd
films (“God’s Little Acre")
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“1 DID ABOUT eight plctures
land somehow got typed as .a
{heavy,” he said. “Type casting is
a vicious thing out here, and
I was determined to break “it.
|For eight months I didn’t work.

'T changed agents three ‘times,

Thomas

dent of the year, got his degree
lin art at New York University.
He had a couple of starvation
years in the garret, then gave
it up.




