By COBEY BLACK

Advertiser Columnist

We take it for granted, this blessing of blue sky.

While across America, during Christmas week,
the only patch of tropical sunlight to brighten
snowbound homes is a TV screen filled with Ha-
waii Five-O.

That's another thing we take for granted. Few
of us appreciate the worldwide impact of Hawali's
own television series though the clues to its popu-
larity require little detective work:

One out of every four new visitors to Hawaii has
been lured here by seeing Hawaii Five-O.

Over 30 million Americans watch the show each
week, and that number is increased tenfold, to 300
million viewers, in 73 foreign countries.

1t’s translated into seven languages; subtitled
in five more. - . - S e

As the closing shot of the season is filmed this/
week, Hawail Five-O winds up 10 years.of produc-
tion, 240 episodes, at an average:cost of $400,000

each.

That’s nearly $100 million spent by CBS on the\
third longest running. series, in TV.history,. sur-i
passed only by Gunsmoke and Bonanza., By

‘Such is the show that Jack built. . :

] firmly believe in the metaphysical premise
that you seek your place as your place seeks

you,"” said Jack Lord, producer-star and, with the

i
i

late Leonard Freeman, co-creator of Hawaii Five-

e ——

. I tracked him to his trailer hideaway-on the set

and lessintense. . " n .ol

“ He'd shucked the ' three:button- suit “fora«mod

zebra-stripe shirt and gold lion’s head medaliion. .-
Actor, artist, director, -writer, photographer,

jewelry designerPhe’s 2 man for all’seasons'who's

found his place in the laind of no seasofns). .,

; ““Talk about divine 'direction,”:he conginued, *'I

and foundshim more. handsome than McGarrett

“was under contract at CBS as stor of:a new. West-

ern, Cutter's Trail; to replace Guasmoke on prime.
time when Chairman William -Paley was shown
the schedule. s :

_SWhere's Gunsmale? he asked T iy wifes
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Jack Lord: *‘I
want to do more
-with my life than
be McGarrett.
This is the best
of all possible
times to become
a producer,
director, writer
of wholesome mo-
tion pictures.’

'favorite show.’ Needless to say Cutter was cut,
“At 7 a.m. one morning,.a messenger delivered
another script and:the request of a reply by 9
a.m. Half an hour-later, 1 turned tc my wife,
‘Marie, and asked ‘How would you like to live in_
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vas sold in a week.

Yet after a decade as dean of TV detectwes the
man behind McGarrett is a mystery to nost of his
lans. I suggested that_a private investigation of
Jack Lord is long overdue.

**1 was born in Brooklyn, rmsed on Long Is-
land,” obliged the star.

“My father was.in the steamshlp busxhess and
as a teen-age seaman, I spent my summers
sketching and painting' the coasts of Africa,
China, Persia, South America and the Mediterra-
nean from the deck of freighters.

“‘Acting never. occurred to me. My ‘ambition

#as lo be an artist. I remember my father taking |

me down to meet the captain of my first ship, the '
old Brazil of the Moore-McCormick line, and as I
looked around at the great oak cabin, I thought
‘I'm going to like this.’ i

‘*After Dad left, the skipper said 'Mister, you'll
always have the last word on this ship and it's
Yes, sir.! !

‘I loved the sea,’ recalled the former merchant
mariner who' graduated . from Ft. Trumbull
.Academy in New London as an ensign and still
holds a second mate's license. "It's. powerful
moody, wild and wonderful. If's Irish.

“.“All four of my grandparents were born in Ire-

land, the O'Briens-on-my mother-side from Tip-
Emm—

Jawali?” Her an§wWer was Let s go ' The show -

ty Cork " R
Resﬁess as the"

a’it elf’*and'

Ima]ored in Fine Arts. . = = g
In college, he founded: a Greenwwh Village an

sthool, earned a pilot's license, :sold three graph- :

ies to the Metropolitan Museum of Art and qradu-'
ated as star of- the varsity team:!

“During the war; I. made. tramng mrns for the
Navy-and a talent scout from 20th Century Fox
asked if I knew anything about acting. -

“* ‘What’s there to know about! actlng" L asked,
a question as stupid -as ‘What s, lhefe rto !cnow'
about brain surgery?’' " . o E

But it prompted the strapping ex-sailor to s :
with Sanford Meisner, "thepbeit dran'}:rcoactl':lc:z
the world. ‘Why are you here?’ he- asked; oFo be
an actor,’ I said. ‘Have you got 20 years"' -
““I'm just begmmng to find out what he i meant,"
mused Jack, who also took: night classes at the
Actors Studio with such contemporary hopefuls as,
Marlon Brando and Paul Newman o

#''Meanwhile'I had a fuli tinte' 3ob selling Cadll-
lacs in a dealership at the corner. of. 57th and
Broadway. For’ three. years I got five hours cleep
a night. . ;

S 'Se}lmg is nothmg more thaﬁ the tranSIer of a:

driven By I?‘U.Itl o
talents; the six-foot- two aspiring artist won'a fo;:)t--,’

‘ball scholarship to New York Umvers:ty and’

‘conviction;TT'Was 10]d bY & Generarmotors execu=:
tive. I was earning .$18, 000 a-year when'l’ gafae 1t
up to become a fulltime actor :

by then I had Marie at my sxde Without her I'd
never have made it.  °
““My boss said ‘You're bananas. Do you know

the odds for success as an actor?’

“Sure, I said, unaware that of the 30,000 mem-
bers of the screen actors guild, less than five per-
cent make over $5,000. But Marie's faith never
waivered. She is my strong right arm, my inspi-
ration, my fulltime partner and dearest friend:

‘“The way we met is another wild story. My
brother s an artist wlth a country place in Wood-
stock. :

“I was walking in the woods nearby when I
came across a beautiful little cabin of blue field-
stone. When I asked the address of the owner, the
handyman tore off the flap of a pale blue envelope
and gave 1t to me: It was a number.on E. 48th.

““When the door opened there _was my’ glri
Marvelous looking, lean, chic, in a gray cashmere
sweater and slacks, wlth hair to her shoulders.

““We talked for four hours. Her name was Marie
DeNarde. a fashion designer and a good one,
shown in Vogue and Bazaar. ] knew she was the
only girl for. me. She sull is.™ 3

ckis in% he\"Broadway productlon of
Z“Cat on‘A’Hot Tin Roof, was named to the Cow-
boy Hall of Fame for his title role in the Stoney

Burke TV series, is still seen by millions of visi-.

tors to Wliltamsburg as star of The Story of A
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Patriot; the only Mmouun prerure Shown in per«
petuity and now in.its 26th prm\mg )

His corporanou Lord. and Lady. Ine., owns a.
piece of Five-O, which has reportedly pald oif
with six-Os.

“But we live modestly in an ocean[ront con-
dominium, with no servants, no staff, no great
estate, and I'm now dwestmg myself of most of
my material possessions..

*“I want no part of the Holiywood 1mage that s
all flash and no substance. Nor Broadway, where.
you're a star one week and an unemployed actor
the next.

“Securiiy is_ in the head and m the heart ive
‘been broke but never poor. I had a devoted farruly
as a kid and I have a'solid marriage as an adult.’

. ‘“‘Pride of accomplishment is what's rmportant
.to me. Setting a goal.and' obtaining it has been my
Imost powerful mptiva| tion. .

1 really. feei 1t S: what‘s made our country
great, .- -
f "Where else but in America could an lrlsh k:d
from’ Brooklyn cllmb to the top of hls chosen
.profession.”’

Why did you choose. actmg" I asked the former
car salesman who 's. mow drwmg .khis seventhl
Cadillac. - | " .

“Because I wanted a shot -at -the bil'ass rmg
Un.llke a corporate Job actmgs hn ndividual
thing.~

"There s no backup, no substitutiou You're on
your own, rolling the big dice,: .. rTi

“I'm an actor because I love to. act It s the lovc
that comes: over: the foothghts creatmg the illu<:
sion of reahty S il

“Acting is not’ rec:tmg lmes it's: commg alwe
under imaginary’ circumstances.*.C!
without a word.-: “

‘It's-the’ abi.hty to. reacet Spontane ué
by moment.:If hit by an :magmary pebble, react
to a pebble. If hu. by a rock react to a rocke In .a‘
word, it's'magic.”” i ¥ :
© What word descnbes a decade mth Five 0" I
‘wondered. . A

**A marvelous trip. as the klds would say.. When
.you consider that cast and crew havé spent more:
‘time with each® otl‘ier*tha?iigwith thei. families,’
Working with emotions, and still¥g 1'd.s
it's a miracle:" ;
i -#41t ‘takes- 801t
imal film: IfYyouisa
'hours a week; watch
you'd be there six'w 8%'-. 2 2N
ki Even morm:thculo‘uﬁgﬂmh by

riage: that has sur'v:ved\ 26 years cnd is happler
than ever, |, 3i4 i 1,

At Marie’ s up every- ormng at 3 30 a, m nnd has
a’‘light breakfast of hot tea, papya and yogurt
ready when I gét up at 4 a.m. Between 4 30 and 6
‘a m., Ilearn 10 pages of dialogue. i v .
i3 “Then I: have,a'longshoreman's _breakias f—
'éggs; ham,’ told’ chicken. pecan pie quiche lor-
raine; eggplant parmesan what 5 |

the reirigerator‘ -

'Marie’s" a superb cook "~ th
graduste with.a,19-inch walst.; Bied g
41 leavée for the setat 6 a.m. and we shoot as,
‘long as the light: Ias(s The phones are already
‘ringing when I leave the house and Marie takes
over at home.. i

~ "I come back to a stack of messages ‘We go
through them over a light supper and are usually
in bed by 8:30 p.m." .

- Jack concedes that: it s"Tot 4 life: ln wh!ch to
raise children:!{'It wotuildn't be fair to them."” Yet
he's most touched by letters from young vlewers
“ “'A memorable one was written on the torn page
of a steno pad and bcgan. *You saved my life," It
was from A girl.on drugs who'd seen ‘Speed
Kills, " &! I“lve-o $tory of .a teen-age girl who

“jumped off the Paii under the influence of Speed. . !
“At 4 a.m., after the show, I turned myself in
with 20 of my friends,’ she wrote. ‘We realized if
we didn't, we'd kill ourselves, each other or_some-
one else Months late "she wrote again. “I'm
clean.’ 3 --"r e S ,r -.'.‘_..L_-\ ik li .:%u'- i
Although another year “of Five-O is highiy like-
ly,-an CBS has already bought over $100,000 in
scripts, Jack concludes that."'I want lo do. morc
with my life than be McGarrettisii <ohrd 5 Ash
' *“This is the’ best of all possible’ times to become
a producer. duector. writer Jof whoiesome motion-
pictures TR I
“I'm sick of the trash that passes for entertaln
‘ment on the séreen, appealing to the lowest, men-
tality, the most depraved element in society.":
“1'd like to be involved in making mms that are
cplifting A G A . i
- And how would you like to spend ycur old age’ :
. “Near the dcean, with a studio-work.shop.
.good library and Marie by n}y side_ SRR




