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Five-O car has already been found, the one
owned by John Boley Nordlum. Now we know
where another one is.

BOOK‘EM

by Michael Timothy

Swishing Tahitian hips, flashing blue
lights, boom-boom-boom giant combers
crashing into shore, jerky camera shots and a
black Mercury hardtop racing off into the
Hawaiian night.

For twelve remarkable years, from
September, 1968, to April, 1980, the U.S.
television public was treated to a weekly
viewing of CBS Television’s number one
rated series, Hawaii Five-O. For at least six
of those years, my Mercury was the automo-
tive star of that show. A trip to Hawaii in
March, 1986, and subsequent return with
Steve McGarrett’s undercover car ended a
bumning desire to acquire this special Mercury
and make it part of my collection. Here is as
much of the story as I can disclose.

For many years I was impressed with the
big, black hardtop — a 1968 Mercury
Parklane Brougham 4-door. This car was used
from the series premiere on September 26,
1968, to its partial destruction during the 1978
season. This car is perhaps the most photo-
graphed Mercury in existence, having
appeared in approximately 130 Five-O
episodes. Three black Mercurys were used by
McGarrett during the life of the series; the
least frequently seen was a *67 Marquis,
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black, red interior. [This was a 2-door car —
ed.] This vehicle was used in filming the pilot
and for stock footage. My Brougham took
over once the series began and was in use by
McGarrett through the 1973 season. In '74,
McGarrett got his last Mercury, a triple black
"74 Marquis Brougham 4-door hardtop.
Someone go out and find this one. [This is the
one owned by John Boley Nordlum, Jack
Lord’s stunt double. See the March and June,
1996, newsletters and the article accompany-
ing this one. — ed.]

Eventually, my desire for this car led me to
acquire a 68 Parklane convertible which I still
have, and which is currently undergoing
restoration. The convertible was fun but did
not satisfy my desire to get a Hawaii Five-O
car. As the years passed, and as I learned more
about the show, I became determined to track
the car down and determine its fate.

Through a mutual acquaintance, I was put
in touch with the show’s star and part owner,
Jack Lord. At that time, March, 1986, he was
essentially retired from public life. From
studying each of the show’s episodes I knew
that the car was partially destroyed in a 1978
episode entitled “Number One With a Bullet.”
It was now eight years later and there was
virtually no assurance that any trace of the car
could be found. Regardless, I set off for
Honolulu International Airport.

CBS had long shut down Five-O produc-
tion. However, to amortize production cosis, a
new series, Magnum, P.L took over. Mag-
num used most of the Five-O production
facilities. I knew that CBS maintained a
production warehouse at Fort Ruger, and
that's where I headed. If the car still existed, it
likely was in that warehouse, broken and
battered. Some small talk, a little quick
thinking on my part, and a generous bribe got
me into the warehouse. I told the security
guard why I was there and what I was looking
for. In his best pidgin English he told me I was
crazy — what did I want with that old heap?
But he took me directly to the remains of the
once proud car — it still existed! But not by
much, for it truly had become a sad sight.
Every panel was dented or missing; moderate
front end damage from the altercation with the
Kumu (Hawaiian Mafia) in its last TV
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appearance; many trim parts were missing;
interior ripped, partially burned and ravaged
by a mongoose who made a home in the trunk.
A few minutes later I left with only a record of
what was left of the VIN number. Then the
real work began.

Upon my return to Chicago, the untold
story unfolded. Numerous phone calls to
CBS-TV public relations and legal depart-
ments were made. CBS personnel disavowed
all knowledge of ownership of the car. I also
knew that Ford Motor Co. supplied many
shows, including Five-O with cars to feature.
Neither Ford Motor nor Lincoln-Mercury
public relations departments had any records
going back to 1968, though certain employ-
ees knew from “old-timers” that corporate-
owned, or “program” cars, would frequently
be donated to producers and the networks for
production use only. Still, I knew the car
existed but could not get anyone to
ciaim ownership, much iess desire to
sell the hulk.

Needless to say, I eventually wore down
CBS to the point that they were pleased to get
that corner of the warehouse cleared out and
me out of their hair. I did not get a bill of sale,
but what legally amounted-to a “quit-claim” of
any interest that CBS, as a bailee of the car,
might assert. A check with the Hawaii
Department of Motor Vehicles showed no
evidence of the car ever being titled or plated
on the Island. Several months, countless long
distance phone calls later, the hulk was crated
up and transferred by Sea-Land Transport to
Long Beach, California. From there, train or
truck got the remains into Chicago.

Is this, in fact, the actual car used in the
show? I do not know and cannot confirm with
hard facts. But circumstances strongly suggest







